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utilization of inulin for any individual must vary and cannot he deter¬ 
mined except bv experiment. Any inulin which leaves the stomach 
unchanged is liable to escape utilization and undergo bacterial decom¬ 
position in the intestine, a decomposition which results in no formation 
of carbohydrates. Any inulin which cxcapcs this bacterial action is 
probably eliminated unchanged in the feces. In view of these facts, as 
well as the inability to administer more than comparatively small 
quantities, the value of inulin as a significant source of energy in human 
dietaries must be questioned. 


The Vaccine Treatment of Croupous Pneumonia.— Raw ( Lancet , 
1912, clxxxii, G4G) treated 207 c:iscs of lobar pneumonia by a stock 
pneumococcus vaccine. The total mortality in the cases treated was 
equivalent to 10 per cent. Raw notes as a striking feature, that he 
attributes to the vaccine treatment, the total absence of empyema in 
this series of cases and the development of but few other complications. 
However, he saw no effect in hastening the appearance of the crisis of 
in shortening the duration of the disease. Raw says lie is convinced 
that wc have in pneumococcus vaccine a valuable aid in the treatment 
of pneumonia, and although not a specific remedy, it ought always to be 
used in cases of a virulent type. 


The Results Obtained by Combined Sanatorium and Tuberculin 
Treatment of Pulmonary Tuberculosis Radcliffe ( Lancet , 1912, 
clxxxii, 791) summarizes the results obtained by sanatorium treatment 
of tuberculosis alone as compared with the combined sanitorium and 
tuberculin treatment as follows: 1. As the immediate result of sana¬ 
torium treatment alone wc can expect only from 20 to 25 per cent, of all 
patients to lose the bacilli from their sputum. -2. When the use of 
tul>erculin is combined with sanitorium treatment at least 50 per cent, 
of all cases will lose their bacilli. 3. The earlier the cases come under 
treatment the better arc the results. This is strikingly shown in the 
tables in which the cases are considered in groups according to the stage 
of the disease. 4. The immediate results are so strongly in favor of the 
use of tuberculin that it is difficult to understand the opposition to its 
employment, both in treatment and diagnosis. 


Salvarsan Fever.— Hecht [Med. Klimk ., 1912, viii, 401) gives the 
following factors as causes for untoward symptoms that may develop 
after salvarsan injections: (1) The use of unclean salt solution in the 
preparation of the salvarsan for injections. (2) The setting free of 
endotoxins from the spirochete destroyed by the salvarsan. (3) In a 
few cases a specific toxic action of the salvarsan itself. Hecht believes 
that the first cause explains the great majority of the febrile reactions 
occurring after salvarsan injections. He says that nost of the untoward 
symptoms may be avoided by using only freshly distilled water in the 
preparation of the salt solution. 


Acute Articular Rheumatism Treated by the Rectal Administration 
of Sodium Salicylate.— Heyn [Jour. Amcr. Med. Assoc., 1912, Iviii, 
1013) advocates the rectal administration of sodium salicylate for the 
treatment of acute articular rheumatism. The rectal administration 
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is to be preceded by a cleansing enema of plain water and two to four 
drams of sodium salicylate arc then incorporated in an enema of six 
ounces of starch water and from five to ten drops of tincture of opium. 
1 Ins enema is, as a rule, readily retained. Hcyn says that this procedure 
has been resorted to in 22 crises, 5 of which were not typical instances 
of acute rheumatic fever, but the therapeutic test was nevertheless 
applied. iSo unfortunate results happened in any instance, though 
frequently the dosage readied 240 grains daily. One case only was 
intolerant to the remedy,owing to a previous irritabilitv of the rectum. 
All typical cases were more or less benefited, and these results obtained 
with the recta] administration of sodium salicylate should warrant its 
use, not only in cases in which the stomach is intolerant, but, where 
possible, as a routine measure. 


The Treatment of Chronic Cardiac Insufficiency by Intravenous 
Injections of Strophanthin.— Fraenkel (Munch, mcd. Woch., 1912, lix, 
2S9,3/1) advocates the intravenous injection of strophanthin in certain 
eases of cardiac insufficiency, especially when digitalis treatment fails 
to benefit. A sovereign indication for this method of treatment is pul¬ 
monary congestion due to acute dilatation of the heart. A single 
injection of strophanthin is often sufficient to relieve the patient of 
distressing symptoms in some cases, and subsequently the improvement 
may be maintained by digitalis preparations given by mouth. Fraenkel 
uses Strophanthin Boehringer, giving as the initial dose 0.5 milligram 
that may he repeated twenty-four hours by a second dose. His usual 
practice is to repeat the dose only when the favorable effect from the 
previous dose is no longer apparent. He relates a case in detail of a 
woman with a valvular lesion and chronic myocarditis who was made 
very confortahle by small repeated injections of strophanthin. This 
patient was not able to take digitalis by mouth, but there were no 
untoward symptoms from the strophanthin injections, and during the 
course of a year and a half she received So injections. At the end of the 
treatment the ascites, that had previously necessitated frequent tapping, 
had entirely disappeared, and the formerly congested and painful liver 
had become much smaller. The patient was able to walk comfortably 
on level ground, and no longer required morphine at night to make her 
sleep. 
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The Effect of Summer Heat on Infants and Children.^EucEX 
Sciilesixger (Dcuisch. vial Woch., 1912, xxxviii, 55S), in a discussion 
of the almost unprecedented mortality among infants during the pre¬ 
ceding summer in the larger German cities, shows that housing and 



